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1. Introduction 
 
 

John Cronin & Associates have been commissioned to assess the potential archaeological and built 

heritage impact of a proposed residential development at Edgeworthstown, County Longford. 

The development proposes to cover an area of approximately 3.3 hectares over two irregular 

fields to the west of the Bracklin road on the urban edge, circa 1km north-north-west of 

Edgeworthstown. The development site is contained within the townlands of Bracklon to the 

west and Edgeworthstown to the east. The development will consist of the construction of a 

residential scheme with 100 no. residential units over 5 Phases which will be primarily accessed 

from the Bracklin Road via Bracklin Park. 
 

 

Figure 1: General location of proposed development (Source: www.archaeology.ie) 

 
This report presents summary details on the locations of recorded elements of the archaeological 

and built heritage resources within the vicinity of the subject site and aims to identify any 

previously unknown archaeological constraints. The study area for this assessment comprised 

the internal area of the proposed development combined with the lands extending for c.500m 

from the outer boundaries of the site. There are no recorded archaeological monuments within 

100m of the proposed development site; a ringfort (LF015-058), is located c.240m to the west side 

of the subject site. No recorded archaeological or built heritage sites are located within the 

subject site. 
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2. Methodology 
 
 

Desktop Study 
This assessment is based on a desktop survey which identified all recorded archaeological sites 

within the vicinity of the subject area. The principal source reviewed for the assessment of the 

known archaeological resource are the files and records of the Archaeological Survey of Ireland 

(ASI). Between 1984 and 1992, the ASI issued a series of county Sites and Monuments Records 

(SMRs). These county SMRs, revised in the light of further research and fieldwork, formed the 

basis for the statutory Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) (established under Section 12 of 

the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994). Similar in format to the SMRs (comprising a 

list and set of maps), the RMPs were issued for each county in the State between 1995 and 1998. 

Monuments included in the statutory RMP are legally protected and are generally referred to as 

“Recorded Monuments”. 

 
Since the publication of the original county SMRs and RMPS, the ASI has continued to record and 

add entries to the Sites and Monuments Record. In addition, the ASI has developed an online 

database and web viewer known as the “Historic Environment Viewer”; this has been developed 

to “enhance the user’s experience by facilitating access the databases of the National Monuments 

Service Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) and the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

(NIAH) in a seamless one-stop point of access for both data resources” (Source 

www.archaeology.ie). 

 
In addition, the following sources were consulted: 

 
• Cartographic Sources - The detail on cartographic sources can indicate past settlement 

and land use patterns in recent centuries and can also highlight the impact of modern 

developments and agricultural practices. This information can aid in the identification of 

the location and extent of unrecorded, or partially levelled, features of archaeological or 

architectural heritage interest. The cartographic sources examined for the study areas 

include the 1st edition of the 6-inch Ordnance Survey (OS) maps (surveyed and published 

in the 1830s-40s) and the 25-inch OS maps (surveyed and published 1887-1913). 
 

• Development Plans - The local authority development plans relevant to the study area was 

consulted as part of this assessment. These plans outline the local authorities’ policies for 

the conservation of the archaeological and architectural heritage resource and include the 

Record of Protected Structures (“RPS”) and any designated Architectural Conservation 

Areas (“ACAs”). The relevant development plan for the study area is the Longford County 

Development Plan 2021-2027. 

 
• Database of Irish Excavation Reports - The Database of Irish Excavation Reports contains 

summary accounts of archaeological excavations carried out in Ireland (North and South) 

from 1970 to present day. 

 
• Placenames Database of Ireland - The Placenames Branch (Department of Arts, Heritage, 

Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs) provides a comprehensive management system for 

data, archival records and placenames research conducted by the State. Its primary 

function is to undertake research in order to establish the correct Irish language forms of 

the placenames of Ireland and to publish them on a public website (www.logainm.ie). 
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• National Inventory of Architectural Heritage - The function of the National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage (“NIAH”) is to record built heritage structures within the Republic 

of Ireland and to advise local authorities in relation to structures of interest within their 

areas. The NIAH commissions surveys of sites of architectural significance to assist in 

evaluating structures to be included in the RPS. Listing on the NIAH does not necessarily 

carry any statutory protection but does highlight the culturally significant aspects of the 

structure which ought to be conserved. 

 
 

Field Survey 
An archaeological inspection of the landholding of the proposed development site was 

undertaken in August 2019 in bright weather conditions that provided excellent landscape 

visibility. This survey entailed the field walking of the lands that contain the layout of the 

proposed development and encompassed all areas to be impacted by the proposed development. 

The subject site was accessible and was assessed in terms of landscape, land use, vegetation cover, 

presence or lack of both known and potential archaeological sites. A photographic record of the 

site inspection was compiled, and extracts are presented in Appendix 3 of this report. 
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3. Context 
 
Location 
The proposed residential development site is located on the urban edge of Edgeworthstown, 

County Longford c.1km north-north-west of the town centre. The subject site consists of two 

irregular shaped pasture fields encompassing c.3.3 hectares. The subject site is accessed via 

Bracklin road running to the northeast and is located within the townlands of Bracklon (to the 

west) and Edgeworthstown (to the east). The site is bound to the northeast by linear development 

with a housing estate to the southeast. Open farmland, primarily pastureland binds the 

development to the northwest and southwest. The area is a geological region of Lucan formation 

of dark limestone & shale with soil profiles of fine loamy drift with siliceous stones.  
 

 

Figure 2: Site location (Source: www.archaeology.ie) 

 
 

Legal & Policy Framework 
The management and protection of cultural heritage in Ireland is achieved through a framework of 

national laws and policies which are in accordance with the provisions of the Valetta Treaty (1995) 

(formally the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, 1992) ratified 

by Ireland in 1997; the European Convention on the Protection of Architectural Heritage (Granada 

Convention, 1985), ratified by Ireland in 1997; and the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of 

the Intangible Cultural Heritage, 2003, ratified by Ireland in 2015. 

 

The national legal statutes and guidelines relevant to this assessment include:  

− National Monuments Act (1930) (and amendments in 1954, 1987, 1994 and 2004);  

− Heritage Act (1995);   

− National Cultural Institutions Act (1997);  

http://www.archaeology.ie/
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− Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act (1999);  

− Planning and Development Act (2000);   

− Architectural Heritage Protection: Guidelines for Planning Authorities, Department of Arts, 

Heritage, and the Gaeltacht (2011); and  

− Framework and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, Department of 

Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands, 1999.  
 
Archaeological Heritage 
The administration of national policy in relation to archaeological heritage management is the 

responsibility of the National Monuments Service (NMS) which is currently based in the Department 

of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. The National Monuments Act of 1930, and its 

Amendments, are the primary means of ensuring the satisfactory protection of the archaeological 

resource. They include a number of provisions that are applied to secure the protection of 

archaeological monuments. These include the designations of nationally significant sites as National 

Monuments, the Register of Historic Monuments (RHM), the Record of Monuments and Places 

(RMP), the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), and the placing of Preservation Orders and 

Temporary Preservation Orders on endangered sites.  

  
Section 2 of the National Monuments Act, 1930 defines a National Monument as ‘a monument or the 

remains of a monument, the preservation of which is a matter of national importance’. The State may 

acquire or assume guardianship of examples through agreement with landowners or under 

compulsory orders. Archaeological sites within the ownership of local authorities are also deemed 

to be National Monuments. There are no recorded National Monuments within the study area. 

The nearest National Monument to the subject site is Aghaward Ringfort (National Monument No. 

630.).  

 

The National Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994 made provision for the establishment of the RMP, 

which comprises the known archaeological sites within the State. The RMP, which is based on the 

earlier Register of Historic Monuments (RHM) and Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), provides 

county-based lists of all recorded archaeological sites with accompanying maps. All RMP sites 

receive statutory protection under the National Monuments Act 1994 and the NMS must be given 

two months’ notice in advance of any work proposed at their locations. There are no recorded 

archaeological sites within the proposed development site. The Archaeological Survey of Ireland 

lists four recorded archaeological sites within a c.500m radius of the boundaries of the subject site 

(Table 1and Figure 3). 

 

The Longford County Council Development Plan (2021-2027) outlines a number of objectives in 

relation to the protection and promotion of the archaeological resource within the County. Of 

particular relevance to the present study are the following objectives relating to the protection of 

individual archaeological monuments and the requirement for infrastructure schemes to have 

regard to the protected archaeological resource: 
 

Archaeological Heritage (11.6) – County Policy Objectives 
 

CPO11.10 Ensure that development in the vicinity of a Recorded Monument or Zone of Archaeological 

Potential is sited and designed in a sensitive manner with a view to minimal detraction from the 

monument or its setting.  

 

CPO11.11 Require, as part of the development management process, archaeological impact 
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assessments, geophysical survey, test excavations or monitoring as appropriate, for development in the 

vicinity of monuments or in areas of archaeological potential. Where there are upstanding remains, a 

visual impact assessment may be required.  

 

CPO11.12 Refer any proposed development which may impact on the integrity and/or setting of any 

monuments, sites, objects or areas of archaeological, cultural, architectural, historical or heritage 

importance under the protection of this Development Plan and/or the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage for observations/comment prior to a grant of permission/approval being 

obtained.  

 

CPO11.13 Ensure applications for housing developments shall include provision for the naming of 

estates in recognition of the cultural heritage of the area in which they are situated. 
 

 
Architectural Heritage 
Protection of the architectural/built heritage resource is provided through a range of legal and 

policy instruments. The Heritage Act, (1995) protects all heritage buildings owned by a local 

authority from damage and destruction. The Architectural Heritage Act, 1999, requires the Minister 

to establish a survey to identify; record and evaluate the architectural heritage of the country. The 

function of the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) is to record built heritage 

structures within the Republic of Ireland and to advise local authorities in relation to structures of 

interest within their areas. There are no NIAH structures located within the study area. 

 

The Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 2000, requires all Planning Authorities to 

keep a ‘Record of Protected Structures’ (RPS) of special architectural, historical, archaeological, 

artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest. As of the 1 January 2000, all structures listed 

for protection in current Development Plans, have become protected structures. Since the 

introduction of this legislation, planning permission is required for any works to a protected 

structure that would affect its character. There are no Protected Structures within the study 

area. 

 

The Longford County Development Plan (2021 - 2027) outlines a number of objectives in relation to 

the protection and promotion of the architectural heritage resource within the County. Of particular 

relevance are the following objectives: 
 

Architectural Heritage – County Policy Objectives 
 

CPO11.1 Promote and direct users to the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) website 

(www.buildingsofireland.ie) wherever appropriate.  

 

CPO11.2 Cooperate with the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage in assessing and celebrating 

historic designed landscapes, demesnes and gardens. 

 

CPO11.6 Encourage the enhancement, management, protection and the promotion of access to and 

understanding of the architectural heritage of the County.  

 

CPO11.8 Provide detailed guidance notes and continue to develop the Council’s advisory/ educational 

role with regard to heritage matters and to promote awareness, understanding and appreciation of 

the architectural heritage of the County.  
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CPO11.9 Ensure that proposals for development to structures included as part of the National 

Inventory of Architectural Heritage (DoEHLG) and any updated version, maintain and enhance the 

character of these structures.  

 

CPO11.14 Review and update the Record of Protected Structures on an on-going basis and to make 

additions and deletions as appropriate.  

 

CPO11.15 For the purposes of the RPS, identify and retain good examples of historic street furniture, 

e.g. cast-iron post boxes, water pumps, light fixtures and signage, as appropriate.  

 

CPO11.16 Promote best conservation practice and encourage the use of appropriately qualified 

professional advisors, tradesmen and craftsmen, with recognised conservation expertise, for works to 

Protected Structures.  

 

CPO11.17 Ensure the protection of structures included in the Record of Protected Structures by: 

Controlling development which would alter the character of Protected Structures and proposed 

Protected Structures. ▪ Monitoring the condition of Protected Structures and proposed protected 

structures to identify those endangered by neglect, vandalism or unauthorised development and taking 

appropriate action. ▪ Preventing the endangerment of Protected Structures in the Council’s ownership.  

 

CPO11.18 Consider the acquisition of Protected Structures, where possible and where economic 

constraints permit, if this is necessary to protect the structure.  

 

CPO11.19 Encourage the rehabilitation, renovation and reuse of existing older buildings/ buildings of 

architectural merit, where appropriate, in preference to their demolition and redevelopment. In certain 

cases, land use zoning restrictions may be relaxed in order to secure the conservation of the Protected 

Structure.  

 

CPO11.20 Facilitate contemporary and innovative design providing that they are of a sufficient high 

quality and do not detract from the character of the historic fabric of the Protected Structure.  

 

CPO11.21 Require applications for development where a Protected Structure or its setting is likely to 

be materially affected, to submit a detailed assessment of the building.  

 

CPO11.22 Protect the setting of Protected Structures and refuse permission for development within 

the curtilage or adjacent to a Protected Structure which would adversely impact on the character and 

special interest of the structure, where appropriate.  

 

CPO11.23 Issue Declarations as to the type of works that would affect the character of a Protected 

Structure and therefore require planning permission. 

 

CPO11.24 Administer the DoAHG Historic Structures Fund including the assessment of applications, 

ensuring that the works enhance and do not adversely affect the character of a Protected Structure 

and have been carried out in accordance with the conditions of the fund.  

 

CPO11.25 Promote and support the funding sources available for Protected Structures and built 

heritage within the County.  

 

CPO11.26 Identify and seek further funding for the upkeep of Protected Structures within the County.
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Archaeological & historical background 
There are no recorded archaeological sites situated within the lands comprising the proposed 

development area. However, as stated above, there are four recorded examples located within 

c.500m of the proposed residential development site (Table 1 and Figure 3 below). Three of these 

sites are recorded as ringforts and are situated to the west, north and northwest of the proposed 

development site within open pasture lands. The nearest example LF015-058--- is located c.240m 

to the west of the subject site and has been incorporated into the existing field boundary. 

Interestingly the ringfort at Keelogenasuase LF015-050--- has been noted as potentially being the 

resting place for Felim King of Connaught during Edwards Bruce’s campaign 1315-16 (RMP LF015-

050—Archaeological Survey of Ireland Record Details http:/www.archaeology.ie). The final 

archaeological site is the recorded location for the excavation of two Bronze Age pits uncovered 

during pre-development testing for Chestnut View residential development. None of the four 

monuments recorded (RMP sites) within approximately 500m of the proposed development site 

will be impacted by the proposed development. 

 

The high volume of ringforts is indicative of early medieval settlement activity in the area prior to 

the late medieval granting of castle and lands in ‘Mastrim an Bungare (Cal. Pat Rolls Ire., Jas I, 537) 

to Andrew Nugent and Richard Delamare (RMP LF015-063--- Archaeological Survey of Ireland 

Record Detail, http:/www.arcaheology.ie). Later in the 17th century these lands came into 

ownership of the Edgeworth family, who founded a town at Mastrim, which then became known as 

Edgeworthstown (ibid.). The town was described in 1682 by Nicholas Dowdall as ‘very good 

Countrey Town which hath a Market and two Fair’s (ibid.). According to Lewis in 1837 (ibid.) it had 

‘167 houses’,and a neat and improving appearance, the greater part having been rebuilt’ The present 

streetscape from the 18th and 19th centuries and the recorded RMPs within the urban area (1km 

from the proposed residential development) are representative of this late and post medieval period 

including a burnt spread, metalworking, a graveyard and historic house. 

 

Table 1: List of known archaeological monuments within approximately 500m of the subject site (see Appendix 

2 for full description) 

Ref. SMR Number Class Townland ITM Reference Distance (m) 

A LF015-049---- Ringfort - rath Bracklon 624946, 773282 c.390m NW 

B LF015-077---- Excavation - 

miscellaneous 

Bracklon 625220, 773315 c.312m N 

C LF015-050---- Ringfort - rath Keelogenasause 625336, 773293 c.285m N 

D LF015-058---- Ringfort - rath Bracklon 624930, 772875 c.240m W 
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Figure 3: Recorded archaeological sites (labelled with letters A, B, C and D) located within c.500m of proposed 

development site (Source: www.archaeology.ie) 
 

 

Early Prehistoric 
Traditionally, the earliest recorded evidence for human settlement in Ireland dates to the Mesolithic 

period (7000–4000 BC) when groups of hunter-gatherers arrived on the island, however recent 

evidence in the form of a butchered bear patella found in Alice and Gwendoline Cave near Ennis in 

Co. Clare now suggests that humans were present in Ireland during the Palaeolithic period between 

12,800 to 12,600 cal BC (Dowd and Carden, 2016, 161). While the Mesolithic settlers did not 

construct any settlements or monuments that leave any above ground traces, their presence in an 

area can often be identified by scatters of worked flints in ploughed fields or shell middens adjacent 

to the coastline. There are no recorded sites dating to the Mesolithic period within the study 

area. 
 

The Neolithic period (4000-2400 BC) began with the arrival and establishment of agriculture as 

the principal form of economic subsistence, which resulted in more permanent settlement 

patterns. As a consequence of the more settled nature of agrarian life, new site-types, such as more 

substantial rectangular timber houses and various types of megalithic tombs, begin to appear 

http://www.archaeology.ie/
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in the archaeological record during this period. There are no recorded sites dating to the 

Neolithic period within the study area. 

 
Late Prehistoric periods 
Metalworking arrived in Ireland with the advent of the Bronze Age period (c. 2400–500 BC). This 

period was also associated with the construction of new monument types such as standing stones, 

stone rows, stone circles and fulachta fia. Fulacht fia translates as cooking places of the wild (or of 

deer), they are often interpreted as the remains of cooking sites and are the most numerous 

archaeological site type in Ireland, radiocarbon dating of excavated examples has generally 

produced dates in the Bronze Age (c.2400-500BC). A number of alternative interpretations have 

been forwarded as to the function of these archaeological sites, such as their potential uses as 

bathing, saunas, garment washing and dyeing, leather processing and even brewing sites. The 

development of new burial practices saw the construction of funerary monuments such as cairns, 

barrows, boulder burials and cists. The later first millennium BC and the early centuries AD 

comprise the Irish Iron Age, which is the most obscure period in the Irish archaeological record. 

While there is general agreement that the introduction of an iron technology was a significant factor 

in the eventual demise of bronze working on a large scale, but how, why and when this came about 

in Ireland is far from clear. Two charcoal pits (LF015-077--) located within the c.500m study 

area most likely date to the Bronze age. 

 
Early Medieval 
This period began with the introduction of Christianity in Ireland and continued up to the arrival of 

the Anglo-Normans during the 12th-century (c. 400–1169 AD). The establishment of the Irish 

church was to have profound implications for political, social and economic life and is attested to in 

the archaeological record by the presence of church sites, associated places for burial and holy wells. 

The early medieval church sites were morphologically similar to ringforts but are often 

differentiated by the presence of features such as church buildings, graves, stone crosses and 

shrines. This period saw the emergence of the first phases of urbanisation around the large 

monasteries and the Hiberno-Norse ports. However, the dominant settlement pattern of the period 

continued to be rural based in sites such as ringforts, which comprise roughly circular enclosures 

delimited by roughly circular earthen banks formed of material thrown up from a concentric 

external ditch. Ringforts are one of the most numerous monuments in the Irish landscape and the 

early medieval terms for these sites – rath/lios/dun these still form some of the most common place-

name elements in the country. Archaeological excavations indicate that the majority of ringforts 

were early medieval farmsteads with internal timber buildings and were surrounded by associated 

field systems. Three ringforts (LF015-049----, LF015-050, LF015-058----) located within the 

c.500m study area likely date to the Early Medieval Period. 

 
Late and Post Medieval 
The arrival and conquest of large parts of Ireland by the Anglo-Normans in the late 12th-century 

broadly marks the advent of the Irish late medieval period, which continued up until the beginning 

of the post-medieval period in c.1550. Within the late medieval period, towns, markets, and fairs 

were established and change and reform was attempted in the Irish church. By the 15th- century the 

native Irish chieftains and lords began to establish tower houses and smaller castles as centres of 

territorial control. The post-medieval period (1550+) saw the development of high and low status 

stone houses throughout the Irish country. During this period any given settlement cluster is likely 

to have consisted primarily of single-storey thatched cottages with associated farm buildings while 

two-storey farmhouses became more common in the 19th-century. In the latter half of the 20th-

century, there was a radical change in the nature and character of Irish domestic architecture 

manifested by the replacement of older stone-built structures with modern bungalows of concrete 
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blockwork construction. A cartographic review and field inspection as outline below have revealed 

a significant potential for uncovering Post Medieval archaeology in the northeastern corner of the 

site. A thatched cottage and a cluster of associated small buildings binding the northwest of the site 

are likely dated to this period. These structures are remnants of a settlement cluster know as ‘More’s 

Town’ which extends into the northeast corner of the site on the 1st edition OS map. Surface 

undulations and crop marks in this area of the subject site attest to potential subsurface structural 

remains surviving in Field 2 of the subject site. 
 
 

The Excavations Database 
The Excavation Database contains summary accounts of all the archaeological excavations carried 

out in Ireland (North and South) from 1970 to 2022. The database gives access to almost 6000 

reports and can be browsed or searched using multiple fields, including year, county, site type, grid 

reference, license number, Sites and Monuments Record number and author. The townlands of 

Bracklon and Edgeworthstown in which the study site is located were included with a further three 

townlands located within the wider c.500m study area (Cramlisk More, Keelogenasause and 

Tinnynarr). Seven archaeological investigations have been undertaken within the wider study area 

and have resulted in the identification of archaeological finds, features and deposits dating from the 

prehistoric to the post-medieval periods. Summaries of all archaeological excavations can be found 

in Appendix 1. In short, an excavation approximately 250m to the northeast within the townland of 

Bracklon in 2004 revealed two pits (RMP LF015- 077---); whilst a burnt spread was excavated as 

part of predevelopment testing for the N4 Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road within the wider 

general area. Finally, within the town environs a bowl furnace as part of a metalworking site was 

excavated in 2005 which revealed large quantities of iron slag and a fragment of a glass bread. 

 

 

Cartographic Review 
The detail on historic cartographic sources demonstrates the nature of past settlements and land 

use patterns in recent centuries and can also highlight the impacts of modern developments and 

agricultural practices. This information can aid in the identification of the location and extent of 

unrecorded or partially levelled features of archaeological or architectural heritage interest. The 

cartographic sources examined for the study areas include the Down Survey map (c.1650) (see 

Figure 4) the 1st edition of the 6-inch OS maps (surveyed and published in the 1830s-40s) (see 

Figure 5 below) and the 25-inch OS maps (surveyed and published 1887-1913) (see Figure 6 

below). 

 

The proposed development site is depicted as undeveloped boggy pastureland on the Down Survey 

parish map of Mastrim and the townland of ‘Bracklonagh’ is named and the landowner is listed as 

Patrick Nugent. Captain Edgeworth is listed as the landowner for Edgeworthstown townland 

although no topographical features are depicted for this townland as his lands were ‘unforfeited’. 

 

The subject site is comprised of two fields in the 1st edition 6-inch OS map with a townland 

boundary running north to south through the centre separating the townlands of Bracklon (west) 

and Edgeworthstown (east). A roadway runs along the north-eastern portion of the site. A series of 

seven buildings is located in the northern portion of the centre of the site and is referred to as 

‘Moore’s Town’. A wide laneway runs through Moore’s Town and continues through the centre of 

the southern portion of the site. 

 

The historic 25-inch OS Map depicts the proposed development site as comprised of several fields 

some of which have been further subdivided. Moore’s Town has decreased in size, now formed of 
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three buildings, a pump and has appeared to have shifter to the west. The wide laneway seen on the 

6-inch OS map remains in place however it is much narrower.   

 

Aerial Imagery most notably the Digital globe 2011-2013 mapping series shows crop marks within 

Field 2 of the subject site which mirror the location of some of the structures shown on the 1st 

edition map (see Figure 7 below). Extensive surface undulations were also noted within this field 

during the field inspection (see below). 
 

Figure 4: Down Survey Parish map (c.1650) (location circled in red) (Source www.downsurvey.tcd.ie ) 
 

 

In summary, the area has retained it agricultural character with a number of field boundaries 

evidently altered across the subject site since the production of the historic mapping. Moore’s 

Town is depicted on both historic maps as comprised of several structures with modern aerial 

imagery showing a thatched cottage and several smaller outbuildings in this location potentially 

alluding to its original function as seen on both historic maps. The review of the historic mapping 

indicates that the remaining majority of the proposed development site has been occupied by 

farmland since at least the 17th century. 

http://www.downsurvey.tcd.ie/
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Figure 5: Extract from 1st edition 6-inch OS map showing general location of the proposed development site 

(Source: www.archaeology.ie) 

 

 

Figure 6: Extract from 25-inch edition OS map showing general location of the proposed development site 
(Source: www.archaeology.ie) 

 

 

 
 

http://www.archaeology.ie/
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Placenames 
The proposed development is located within the townlands of Bracklon and Edgeworthstown. A 

further three townlands are located within the c.500m study area (Cramlisk More, Keelogenasause 

and Tinnynarr). Townlands are the smallest unit of land division in the Irish landscape and many 

preserve early Gaelic territorial boundaries that pre-date the Anglo-Norman conquest. The layout 

and nomenclature of Irish townlands was recorded and standardised by the work of the Ordnance 

Survey in the 19th century. The Irish translations of the townlands names often refer to natural 

topographical features, but name elements may also give an indication of the presence of past human 

activity within the townland, e.g., dun, lios or rath indicate the presence of a ringfort while temple, 

saggart, termon or kill record an association with a church site. The Irish origins and translations 

for the townlands within the study area were sought from www.logainm.ie. 
 
Table 2: Translation of Townland names (source www.logainm.ie): 
Townland Irish root Translation and notes 

Bracklon Breac-chluain breac speckled 
cluain (also: cluaine) meadow, pasture 
‘Speckled Meadow/Pasture’ 

Edgeworthstown Meathas Troim Town founded by the Edgeworth Family 

Camlisk More Camlaisc Mhór mór great, big 
Cam Liss Mor “The Great Crooked Fort” Note - 1836 

Keelogenasause Caológ na Sás Caolog na Sás, “narrow ridge of the engine” Note – 
1836 

Tinnynarr Tigh na nDéar teach (also: steach, stigh, tigh) house Tigh na nár, 
“house of the slaughters” Note - 1836 

http://www.logainm.ie/
https://www.logainm.ie/en/gls/25-breac
https://www.logainm.ie/en/gls/45-cluain
https://www.logainm.ie/en/gls/117-m%C3%B3r
https://www.logainm.ie/en/gls/142-teach
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Figure 7: Digital Globe aerial image of the proposed development site with 1st edition 0S map superimposed     

over it (source www.geohive.ie ). 
 
 

Architectural Heritage 
The NIAH [National Inventory of Architectural Heritage] lists no structures within c.500m of the 

proposed development. The nearest recorded NIAH structure is a thatched cottage (NIAH Reg. No. 

13401524) located c.850m to the northwest of the proposed development site. As noted above the 

19th-century cartographic sources depict 19th century dwellings including a thatched cottage and 

a collection of outbuildings referred to as ‘Moore’s Town’ on historic mapping bind the site to the 

north and are of archaeological and built heritage significance. 

 

 
Protected Structures 
The Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) defines ‘Protected Structures’ as structures, 

or parts of structures, which form part of the architectural heritage and which are of special 

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest The 

Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) requires each planning authority to compile and 

maintain a Record of Protected Structures (RPS). This record is a mechanism for the statutory 

protection of the architectural heritage and forms part of each planning authority’s development 

plan. The purpose of protection is to manage and control future changes to these structures so that 

they retain their significant historic character. Works which would materially affect the character of 

the protected structure require planning permission. 

 

The Longford County Development Plan 2021-27 provides details on protected structures within 

the county of Longford and the suburbs of Edgeworthstown respectively. There are no protected 

structures within the proposed development area or within the c.500m study area.  

 
 
  

http://www.geohive.ie/
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4. Description of subject site 

 
A field survey of the subject site was undertaken on Monday 12th of August 2019. Dry and bright 

weather conditions provided excellent landscape visibility. Below is a table containing 

background research and on-site observations of the fields surveyed. 

 

 
Figure 8: Field numbers with proposed development outlined in red 

 
 
Table 3: Descriptions of fields within proposed development site 

Field Description 

1 Triangular shaped field measuring c.190m northeast to southwest at the southeast by 

c.205m northwest to southeast at the northeast (c.2.6ha). The field is shown as formed of 

portions of four larger fields on the 1st edition 6-inch OS Map with a townland boundary 

comprising the western boundary. The historic 25-inch OS Map depicts the field as formed 

of a portion of one larger field. Modern aerial imagery shows the field as poorer quality 

pasture with tree-lined hedgerows separating the field from modern housing to the north 

and east. The field is accessed via a laneway off Bracklin Road emerging in the centre of the 

northeast field boundary.  

Relatively flat un-improved pasture field which is waterlogged in places and the whole area 

is heavily overgrown with ‘scutch’ (couch) grass, reeds and rushes. Occasional outcropping 

of brambles occurs along the south and western boundaries and recent ground disturbance 

evident in the form of a hardcore access track flaked by earthen mounds extending into the 

centre of the field from the eastern boundary. A strip of improved pasture leading to a 

modern concrete outbuilding has been demarked from the rest of the field by modern 

fencing along the eastern boundary also. The western boundary which is also a townland 
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boundary is form by a large curvilinear, earthen bank (max 2m high) lined with small 

bushes and trees and flanked by drainage ditches in places. The bank is denuded in places 

and augmented with field clearance boulders and modern rubble in places. A overgrown 

drainage ditch flanked by a modern wall forms the boundary to the south and various forms 

hedgerows, tree stands and modern fencing form the western boundary which is fronted by 

residential properties.  

Nothing of archaeological significance noted. 

2 Irregular shaped field measuring c.110m northeast to southwest at the northwest by c.70m 

northwest to southeast at the southwest (c.0.6ha). Moore’s Town is depicted as being located 

within the entire field with a wide laneway running northeast to southwest through the centre 

on the 1st edition 6-inch OS Map. The historic 25-inch OS Map depicts the field as formed of 

two smaller fields with Moore’s Town (decreased in size) and associated laneway in the 

northwest of the field. A pump is also marked as being located in the western corner of the field 

to the east of Moore’s Town. A townland boundary runs along the eastern boundary of the 

field. Recent aerial imagery shows the field under pasture with a laneway running northeast 

to southwest along the northwestern boundary. The remnants of Moore’s town and a 

thatched cottage are located to the west of the field. Bracklin road bounds the field to the 

north with modern housing to the northeast. A linear is visible running northwest to 

southeast through the centre of the field. 

Unimproved pasture field which has not been grazed recently. Substantial surface 

undulation noted throughout the tall grass, although no discernible patterns were 

obvious at ground level. Aerial imagery shows these undulations as crop marks which 

mirror the locations of structures depicted on the 1st edition map and annotated as 

Moore’s Town. Consequently, it is highly likely that subsurface remains of the 

settlement survive within this field. The removal of a field boundary (depicted on the 

historic mapping) towards the western portion of the field has created a terraced effect in 

the terrain here. The northern boundary is formed by a hedgerow and both the south and 

eastern boundaries are formed by drainage ditches flanked by low earthen banks topped by 

semimature trees and augmented with field clearance boulders and thickets of brambles. The 

eastern boundary is formed by a random rubble wall (dim 1.5m high by 0.4m wide) with a 

similar return at southern extent. The return appears more archaic and may be part of a 

small structure illustrated in this location on the 1st edition OS map. 

Two ringforts and two excavated charcoal pits (LF015-049----, LF015-050----, LF015-

077----) are located c.300m to the north of the field. A ringfort (LF015-058----) is 

located c.240m west of the field. 
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5. Assessment of impacts 

 
The proposed development lands at Bracklon are located within an area of County Longford that has 

many examples of earthen ringforts. The ringfort is the most common indicator of settlement during 

the Early Medieval Period and the density of sites within this region, including three examples within 

the c. 500m study area, indicates that this area was intensively settled during the Early Medieval 

Period. It should be noted that none of the recorded archaeological sites within the vicinity of the 

development site will be directly impacted by the proposed development. 
 
No recorded archaeological or built heritage sites are located within the subject site. Surface 

undulations within Field 2 of the subject site do indicate potential sub-surface remains relating to 

“Moore’s Town”, a post-medieval settlement cluster. The construction of Phase 5 of the development 

will take place in this area and is likely that any sub-surface footings of the post-medieval structures 

will be directly impacted. 

 

A thatched house associated with this former settlement cluster is located outside and to the 

northwest of the development site. The thatched house (and more modern associated buildings) are 

not in the ownership of the developer and will not be impacted by the proposed development. Whilst 

the thatched house is not a recorded NIAH structure and is not included on Longford County 

Council’s Record of Protected Structures, it is of some heritage significance. The development 

scheme has been designed in a manner that will not give rise to any significant impacts on the setting 

of this structure.  

 

Residual impacts of the development 
Should the proposed mitigation measures be followed as outlined in Section 6 this shall provide for 

either the avoidance of any archaeological resource or the proper and adequate recording of this 

resource (including presently unknown potential archaeological features). As a result, there shall be 

no residual effects on the archaeological resource following construction of the proposed 

development. 
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Figure 9: Site layout plan for the proposed development 
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6. Conclusions and recommendations 

 
Conclusions 
This archaeological and built heritage assessment was undertaken in order to assess the potential 

impacts on both the recorded and unrecorded archaeological and architectural heritage resource 

should a proposed housing development proceed at the subject lands in Edgeworthstown, County 

Longford. The assessment has concluded that the proposed development will not give rise to any 

significant direct or indirect impacts on both the recorded archaeology and architectural heritage. 

 

The desktop survey and subsequent site inspection has revealed that the closest recorded 

monument is a ringfort (SMR Number LF015-058----) which is approximately 240m to the west of 

the subject site. A thatched cottage which is not a Protected Structure and is not listed on the NIAH 

is located outside of and to the north of the proposed development; this site will not be directly or 

indirectly impacted by the proposed development. Aerial imagery and field inspection show that 

subsurface traces of a former post-medieval settlement cluster known as “Moore’s Town” 

potentially survive within the area of the Duplex Block E and units 99 & 100. 

 

Finally, a survey of excavations with the study area have demonstrated the potential presence of 

unrecorded, sub-surface archaeological sites and features within this environment. In this context, 

it is possible that further associated sub-surface archaeological features exist overall within the 

proposed development lands, which based on both desk and field assessment, are therefore 

considered to be of moderate to high archaeological potential. 

 

 

Recommendations 
Whilst no recorded or protected archaeological and built heritage sites are present within the 

proposed development site, the lands do have the potential to contain unrecorded, sub-surface 

archaeological and post-medieval features. In that regard, it is recommended that a programme 

of licensed archaeological monitoring be undertaken by a suitably qualified archaeologist 

during the ground works phase of the development. 
 
 

In the event that any sub-surface archaeological artefacts, features or deposits are identified within 

the site, ground works should be suspended in the area pending consultation and agreement with 

Longford County Council and the National Monuments Service on the appropriate mitigation 

strategy. Mitigation may include preservation in situ where feasible or full archaeological excavation 

and recording where archaeological remains cannot be preserved in situ due to ground reduction.
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Appendix 1: Summaries of archaeological 
excavations within the vicinity of the site 

 
Location License Summary 

Bracklon, 

Co. Longford 

04E0588 An impact assessment took place for a proposed six-house 

development site located outside the town of Edgeworthstown. 

Five ringforts are situated in the locality of the site. Sixteen 

trenches were excavated within the footprints of the proposed 

houses and four along the proposed extension to the access road, 

south of the development site. 

 
Two features of archaeological significance were discovered, 

tested and recorded on site. The features were two charcoal-filled 

pits, measuring 0.45m wide by 0.12m deep and 0.8m wide by 

0.2m deep respectively. 

Camlisk Beg/ 

Camlisk Mor/ 

Edgeworthstown/ 

Garryandrew 

04E1550 Testing was carried out along the proposed route of the N4 

Edgeworthstown inner relief road. A total of 6196m of trenches 

were excavated. The stratigraphy over the road corridor 

comprised 0.27-0.7m of topsoil and/or ploughsoil overlying 

natural subsoil and the ground was quite boggy over most of the 

proposed route. Sited along the eastern road corridor is ‘Clover 

Well’. This comprises a rectangular water trough and a slab- 

covered source to the rear. The main structure of the well is 

concealed beneath a large rectangular limestone slab, which 

measures 1.7m long and 1m wide. The well could be earlier in 

date than the trough, which dates from the 18th or 19th century. 

 
Five sites of potential were identified during testing. These were a 

burnt mound (Tinnyarr 001), a series of pits filled with charcoal 

and burnt stone (Tinnyarr 002-004) and a deposit of burnt 

material (Tinnyarr 005). The burnt mound (7.9m by 9.4m) was 

located outside the road-take and may be preserved in situ. 

Tinnyarr 002-004 will be impacted upon by the road. Tinnyarr 

005 was a small deposit of charcoal-rich soil with burnt stone 

(0.96m by 0.75m and 20mm deep). No artefacts were recovered 

from the site, which was fully resolved during testing. 

Edgeworthstown, 

Co. Longford 

05E0646 Archaeological testing of a proposed development site at 

Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford, was undertaken as part of an 

impact assessment. The site is partially located within the 

constraint zone for the town (SMR 15:63). No archaeological finds 

or features were uncovered during testing. 

Edgeworthstown, 

Co. Longford 

05E0762 

05E0762 

EXT. 

Testing of a proposed development site at Edgeworthstown, Co. 

Longford, revealed the presence of a number of potential 

archaeological features. The proposed development consisted of 

the construction of 38 houses and associated services, which 

were to have a direct impact on the features exposed. Full 
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Location License Summary 

excavation of the features was subsequently undertaken as an 

extension of the testing licence. 

 
Excavation revealed the presence of a bowl furnace used for 

smelting metal and a number of associated linear features. A large 

linear feature extended through the site and contained large 

quantities of iron slag. A fragment of a glass bead was also 

recovered from the fill of this feature. No further artefacts were 

recovered, however, and radiocarbon determinations will provide 

a date for the site, which appears to have been used for 

metalworking. 

Cranlagh More, 

Edgeworthstown, 

Co. Longford 

15E0360 Seven test trenches were excavated on 20 August 2015 and 

monitored for any signs of indications, features or artefacts. 

 
In Trench 1 the sod layer (0.2m deep) overlay a layer of topsoil 

(0.1m deep) and a 0.25m deep layer of subsoil. The subsoil 

comprised a light to mid orange-brown sandy silt, with a 

moderate amount of small and medium sized sub-angular stones. 

Beneath this layer lay dark grey limestone bedrock. 

 
In Trench 2 was a 0.15m deep layer of sod and topsoil, containing 

modern building material which overlay a mid-grey sandy silt 

subsoil. 

 
In Trench 3 a 0.35m deep layer of sod and topsoil overlay a 0.25m 

deep layer of subsoil. The subsoil comprised a light to mid 

orange-brown sandy silt, with a moderate amount of small and 

medium sized sub-angular stones. The dark grey limestone 

bedrock beneath began to rise approx. 3m from the west end of 

the trench. 

 
In Trench 4 the sod layer (0.1m deep) overlay a layer of topsoil 

(0.16m layer deep), a 0.19m deep layer of subsoil and a 0.3m 

deep layer of dark grey-black shale. 

 
In Trench 5 the sod layer (0.1m deep) overlay a layer of topsoil 

0.15m layer deep at the east end of the trench and 0.05m deep at 

the west end of the trench. At the eastern end of the trench, a 

0.25m depth of subsoil overlay a 0.2m depth of shale. The subsoil 

was not identified at the west end of the trench, where the shale 

layer was excavated to a depth of 0.5m. 

 
In Trench 6 the sod layer (0.1m deep) overlay a layer of topsoil 

0.15m layer deep at the east end of the trench and 0.05m deep at 

the west end. At the eastern end of the trench, a 0.25m depth of 

subsoil overlay a 0.2m depth of shale. The subsoil was not 

identified at the west end of the trench, where the shale layer was 
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Location License Summary 

excavated to a depth of 0.5m. 

In Trench 7 the sod layer (0.05m deep) overlay a layer of topsoil 

(0.3m layer deep), a 0.35m deep layer of mid-yellow sandy clay 

subsoil. A layer of hardcore, laid as a yard surface, was uncovered 

below the sod/topsoil layer. Topsoil removed from the area of the 

sheds to the north was spread across the general area of T.7, 

creating a deeper topsoil layer. 

 

During the site visit it was observed that the Rath LF015052 had 

no above surface evidence. Nothing was found within the 

trenches to indicate any presence of archaeology. 

Kilsallagh, 

Edgeworthstown, 

Co. Longford 

98E0449 Archaeological assessment took place at Killsallagh, 

Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford, in advance of a proposed 

residential development. The site lies within a destroyed ringfort. 

The area of the driveway, septic tank and house site was stripped, 

and natural, grey, sandy soil was exposed below sod and 

ploughsoil in all areas at between 0.3m and 0.6m. All traces of the 

ringfort seem to have been destroyed. 

Camlisk Mor, 

Edgeworthstown, 

Co. Longford 

00E0675 Monitoring took place of a single house development in close 

proximity to a ringfort. The entire area of the house was excavated 

and filled with hardcore without an archaeologist present. Under 

supervision, the hardcore was partially excavated by machine to 

expose the sections. No archaeological remains were uncovered. 
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Appendix 2: Relevant archaeological inventory 
entries 

 
SMR Number Class Townland ITM Refs. Description 

LF015-049---- 

 

 

Ringfort - 
rath 

Bracklon 624946, 

773282 

On a gentle NE-facing slope in pasture. A 

raised subrectangular area (32.2m NE-SW; 

25.65m NW-SE) enclosed by a partially 

denuded, low bank of earth and stone (Wth 

4.5m; H 0.1-0.9m) with a deep, partially 

waterlogged external fosse (Wth 4.5m; D 

1.3m). It has been levelled from NNE-E-

ESE where it is bordered by a modern 

roadway. The 

original entrance is not recognisable. 

LF015-050---- Ringfort - 
rath 

Keelogenasause 625336, 

773293 

On a gentle SE-facing slope in low- lying 

pasture. During Edward Bruce's campaign 

of 1315-16, Felim King of Connaught 

rested in the dwelling- place of his uncle 

who was an O'Farrell of Annaly. Orpen 

(1968, vol. 4, 170) identifies this O'Farrell 

residence as being located in the townland 

of Keelognasause. It’s possible that this 

rath is that residence. It consists of a 

raised circular area (diam. 24.9m) enclosed 

by a low bank of earth and stone (Wth 

3.4m; H 1.2m max.) with a shallow external 

fosse (Wth 3.2m; D 0.7m), which has been 

largely infilled from WSW-W-NNW. A 

report in 1977 (SMR file) noted that the 

inner face of the bank may have been 

faced with drystone masonry at E and that 

the original entrance may have been at SE. 

These features are no longer 

identifiable. 

LF015-058---- Ringfort - 
rath 

Bracklon 624930, 

772875 

On a gentle SE-facing slope in pasture. A 

raised circular area (diam. 33.2m) enclosed 

by a bank of earth and stone with a wide, 

deep, external fosse. The bank and fosse have 

been substantially modified and 

incorporated into a field boundary from SE-

S-NW. Elsewhere they have been levelled but 

their outlines (Wth c. 4.8m and c. 4m 

respectively) are still identifiable. The 

original entrance is not recognisable. 
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SMR Number Class Townland ITM Refs. Description 

LF015-077---- Excavation Bracklon 625220, 

773315 

Circa 50m to the W of a ringfort (LF015-

050----). A pre-development 

archaeological assessment prior to 

development work near  Edgeworthstown 

and subsequent excavation in 2004 

revealed two charcoal-filled pits (Wth 

0.45m; D 0.12m; Wth       0.8m; D 0.2m 

respectively) (OCarroll and Gilligan 

2004, 10; OCarroll 2007, 250). 
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Appendix 3: Photographic record 
 
Field 1 

 

Plate 1: Aerial shot, Field 1, looking northeast 

 

 

 
Plate 2: Modern utilities pipe and hardcore access track which extends centrally from the eastern boundar
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Field 2  
 

Plate 3: Field 2, looking southwest 

 

 
Plate 4: View north from Field 2 towards the vernacular buildings (taken August 2019 prior to thatched 

roof being re-thatched) 
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Plate 5 & 6: Section of wall that forms the north eastern boundary of Field 2 

 

         
Plate 7: Ringfort (SMR No. LF015-058 --- ) located outside development site and west of Field 2; the 

ranging rod demarks the bank 
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Plate 8: Current entrance to the subject site to the west of the Bracklin Road 

 

 

 
Plate 9: Close up of vernacular building (taken August 2019 prior to thatched roof being re-thatched) 

 
 


